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Military News and More...
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Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and Black History 2021 

Special Edition 
 

Welcome, Travelers! 

See The Mid-South  
Tribune’s 2021 Juneteenth 

Edition on Black Infor-
mation Highway.com

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     
-The Mid-South Tribune-

Email sports photos and news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

Wrap-up: People across the nation joined together for 
Wreaths Across America’s National Flag Waving event  
 COLUMBIA FALLS, ME – 
September 7, 2021 – Americans 
from across the country join na-
tional nonprofit Wreaths Across 
America (WAA) in waving 
American flags in remembrance 
of the 20th Anniversary of Sep-
tember 11th (which took place on 
a Tuesday). The event was hosted 
LIVE on its official Facebook 
page and broadcast over Wreaths 
Across America Radio. People 
from across this country joined 
Gold Star Families, whose loved 
ones answered the call to serve 
after 9/11, Veterans, and First Re-
sponders and their families.  
 WAA gathers every Tuesday 
morning from 9-10 am ET to 
raise the American flag and say 
the Pledge of Allegiance from the 
Freeport Flag Ladies Monument 
in Jonesboro, Maine, near the ‘tip 
lands’ where the balsam is har-
vested to make veterans’ wreaths 
for placement on National 
Wreaths Across America Day 
each December. The monument, 
located on Route 1, was built by 
Wreaths Across America and 
Worcester Wreath Company in 
September 2019, after the Free-
port Flag Ladies retired following 
18 years of waving the American 
Flag in Freeport, Maine, each 

Reflections on 20 years since 9-11  ... from sports page 1

Tuesday since Sept. 11, 2001. 
  “Now, more than ever, it is so 
critical for communities to come 
together to Remember all those 
who served, and Honor their 
service and their family’s serv-
ice, especially those who vol-
unteered during the War on 
Terror following the events of 
September 11, 2001,” said WAA 
Executive Director, Karen Wor-
cester. “But more than anything, 
we must Teach our children 
about these men and women, 
and the courage and commit-
ment it takes to be a part of the 
small number of Americans who 
protect all our freedoms. Please 

join me on Sept. 7th, as we wave 
the flag across America, like we 
do each Tuesday morning, and 
never forget that Freedom isn’t 
free, and it must be protected.” 
 The flag-waving event began at 
8:45 am ET and ran through 
10:05 am ET. In addition to the 
National Anthem, Pledge of Al-
legiance and sharing of stories, 
the event  included four mo-
ments of silence, as listed below. 
•At 8:46 am, on Tuesday, Sept. 
11, 2001, five hijackers took 
control of American Airlines 
Flight 11 and flew it into the 
heart of New York City and the 
northern facade of the World 

Trade Center's North Tower (1 
WTC). 
•At 9:03 am, five other hijackers 
flew United Airlines Flight 175 
into the southern facade of the 
South Tower (2 WTC). 
•At 9:37 am, another five hi-
jackers flew American Airlines 
flight 77 into the western facade 
of the Pentagon in Arlington 
County, Virginia. 
•At 10:03 am, four hijackers 
crashed United Airlines Flight 93 
into a field in Stonycreek Town-
ship near Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania. 
  Wreaths Across America is the 
nonprofit organization best 
known for placing veterans’ 
wreaths on the headstones of our 
nation’s fallen at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. However, the 
organization, in total, places 
more than 2 million sponsored 
veterans’ wreaths at over 2,750 
participating locations nation-
wide and offers year-round pro-
grams in support of its mission to 
Remember, Honor, Teach. These 
programs include The Mobile 
Education Exhibit which will be 
visiting New Jersey, Maine, 
Delaware, and Maryland in Sep-
tember and Wreaths Across 
America Radio. Morning Show 

host Michael W. Hale will con-
duct live interviews and on-air 
tributes on Saturday, Sept. 11, 
2021, during a special edition 
broadcast of his morning show 
from 8-10 AM eastern. 
  This year, National Wreaths Ac-
ross America Day will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 18, 2021, at more 
than 2,750 participating locations 
across the country. To sponsor a 
$15 wreath for an American hero, 
or to learn more about how to 
volunteer, please visit 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. 
 Wreaths Across America is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
founded to continue and expand 
the annual wreath-laying cere-
mony at Arlington National Cem-
etery begun by Maine 
businessman Morrill Worcester in 
1992. The organization’s mission 
– Remember, Honor, Teach – is 
carried out in part each year by 
coordinating wreath-laying cere-
monies in December at Arlington, 
as well as at thousands of vet-
erans’ cemeteries and other loca-
tions in all 50 states and beyond.  
  
 For more information or to spon-
sor a wreath please visit 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. 
  

few steps forward, a few steps 
back. 
  In my conversations with fellow 
Veterans, their memories are 
about the same. The question that 
keeps coming up: Was this worth 
it? 
 Unfortunately, most are having 
a hard time answering that ques-
tion. There’s a term for that, 
Moral Injury. Moral Injury is the 
mind’s response to actions or 
memories that are in violation of 
a person’s values and beliefs – 
some might say it’s an injury to 
your soul. For 20 years the full 
weight of the War on Terror fell 
on the shoulders of less than 1% 
of us. 2.7 million Americans vol-
untarily answered the call to 
serve, .7% of the U.S. population 
to be precise. 7,057 never came 
home, another 30,177 came 
home only to take their own 
lives. 
  Since 9/11/01 my generation of 
Veterans has been fortunate to 
have a grateful nation behind us 
– I attribute this to our Vietnam 
and Korean War Veterans who 
after 9/11 were adamant that my 
generation received a proper 

welcome home and proper ac-
cess to care, something many of 
them never received. Believe me 
when I say, ALL of us appreciate 
that gratitude – but over the past 
few days the resounding impres-
sion I get from talking to my fel-
low Veterans is that “thank you 
for your service” has lost its 
meaning. Many Veterans have 
begun to see this as a hollow or 
superficial gesture, people say it 
because that’s what you’re sup-
posed to say. 
  Like most Veterans, on my 
right wrist I wear a silver brace-
let, I have a collection of them, 
but they all look the same. Most 
people assume it’s a medical 
alert bracelet, but if you look 

closely each bracelet is inscribed 
with the name of a friend or col-
league I’ve lost, either to our 
enemies abroad, or the demons 
within. I wear the bracelet so that 
I can read their name, when I 
shake hands, when I render a sa-
lute, when I play with my kids, 
while I type these words, their 
names are always with me. Al-
most every Veteran I know does 
this. We do this because it in-
spires us, they inspire us. They 
sacrificed their tomorrow so that 
we could have our today – and 
that is not something to be taken 
lightly. We have an obligation to 
live up to their legacy, we have 
an obligation to make those sac-
rifices matter, and what we’re 
seeing today should only 
strengthen our resolve to do so. 
 As we reflect as a nation on the 
current situation in Afghanistan 
and on the 20th anniversary of 
9/11, I think it is more important 
than ever to remind ourselves of 
the unity that existed immedi-
ately following the 9/11 attacks. 
On 9/12 there was no doubt in 
anyone’s mind that we would 
prevail, there was no doubt that 

Airman Martin White serves aboard USS Iwo Jima ...from sports page 1
the second ship in the U.S. Navy 
to bear that name. The ship was 
named for the Battle of Iwo Jima 
of World War II. 
 According to Navy officials, am-
phibious assault ships are de-
signed to deliver U.S. Marines 
and their equipment where they 
are needed to support a variety of 

For 20 years the full weight 
of the War on Terror fell on 
the shoulders of less than 1% 
of us. 2.7 million Americans 
voluntarily answered the call 
to serve, .7% of the U.S. pop-
ulation to be precise. 7,057 
never came home, another 
30,177 came home only to 
take their own lives.  

we were stronger together. Now, 
20 years later, we should focus 
our efforts on those elements that 
unify us, those elements of our 
history that make us stronger, 
those elements that define Amer-
ican exceptionalism. 
  Pearl Harbor, September 11th, 
whatever the crisis, American’s 
have always stood up and found 
a way to overcome any obstacle. 

Despite the fear, the heartbreak, 
the anger we’re all experiencing 
we owe it to ourselves, we owe Please see sports page 3

missions ranging from amphibi-
ous assaults to humanitarian re-
lief efforts. Designed to be 
versatile, the ship has the option 
of simultaneously using helicop-
ters, Harrier jets, and Landing 
Craft Air Cushioned, as well as 
conventional landing craft and 
assault vehicles in various com-

binations. 
 "What I enjoy most about serv-
ing here is meeting new people 
from all over the world," said 
Martin.  

 Though there are many opportu-
nities for sailors to earn rec-
ognition in their command, 
community and careers, Martin 
is most proud of earning his "yel-
low shirt." These shirts are worn 
by sailors who qualify to be 
plane directors.  
 As a member of the U.S. Navy, 

Martin, as well as other sailors, 
know they are a part of a service 
tradition providing unforgettable 
experiences through leadership 
development, world affairs and 
humanitarian assistance. Their 
efforts will have a lasting effect 
around the globe and for genera-
tions of sailors who will follow. 
 

After Pearl Harbor our entire 
nation mobilized in support of 
the war efforts. Everyone 
made sacrifices in support of 
our common goal. When the 
war was over, we quickly 
made up for lost time. The 
greatest generation not only 
secured victory in World War 
II but they returned home to 
oversee the largest period of 
economic growth this country 
has ever seen, and some of the 
greatest technological ad-
vances the world has ever 
seen.

it to our fallen to be good stew-
ards of our democracy, we must 
live up to their legacy and be 
good stewards of our com-
munities. As we approach the 
20th Anniversary of 9/11, all of 
us must find a way to serve, we 
must ensure that the sacrifices 
made by the .7% were not in 
vain. 
  After Pearl Harbor our entire na-
tion mobilized in support of the 
war efforts. Everyone made sac-
rifices in support of our common 
goal. When the war was over, we 
quickly made up for lost time. 
The greatest generation not only 
secured victory in World War II 
but they returned home to over-
see the largest period of eco-
nomic growth this country has 
ever seen, and some of the great-
est technological advances the 
world has ever seen. For the 
greatest generation there was no 
obstacle that couldn’t be over-
come – and today we have the 
opportunity to harness that same 
spirit. 
  To the brave men and women 

"What I enjoy most about 
serving here is meeting new 
people from all over the 
world," said Martin.  


